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Preface

This book is intended as a pictorial identification guide for some species of coral found on the Grand 
Banks of Newfoundland and on Flemish Cap. Some species also occur more broadly in NAFO Divisions 
1, 2, 3, 4 and 5, however Divisions 5 and 6 will contain many more species not yet included. Our intent 
was that the guide should be useful for at-sea identifications by non-specialists. It was written for fishers, 
fishery observers, scientific technicians and others who may not be familiar with coral identification. It is 
hoped that it will result in improved data collection for improving our knowledge of the distribution of 
these vulnerable marine species. Should users find specimens that do not fit the guide, or need assistance 
in identification, please contact:

Dr. Ellen Kenchington
Bedford Institute of Oceanography

Fisheries and Oceans Canada
1 Challenger Drive

Dartmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada
B2Y 4A2

Tel: (+1-902) 426-2030 • e-mail: Ellen.Kenchington@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
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This identification guide can be used with the NAFO Exploratory Fishery Data Collection Form. At 
present there are no simple species codes for corals, so use the scientific name at the top right corner of 
identification page. Corals can be difficult to weigh. Small samples should be cleared of any larger organ-
isms (e.g. basket stars). All samples must be weighed and all corals of the same type should be weighed 
together. Record the weight to the nearest kilogram and use <1 kg for smaller samples. The weight of very 
large samples (over 100 kg) can be estimated by filling a fish box with the same species and weighing 
that. The remaining weight can be estimated by multiplying the weight of the coral in the fish box by the 
estimated unweighed volume. It is also useful to note the number of specimens and if they are broken.
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